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Tawstock Parish Council has had another productive and eventful year with many 
meetings taking place over the course of the year focussing on our regular monthly 
council meetings, as well as meetings, on planning, and on parks & open spaces. 

Once again, our thanks go to our Parks & Open Spaces Contractor Lewis Evely over the 
last 12 months for his dedication in maintaining the parks and surrounding areas. His 
efforts have been appreciated by local residents many of whom have commented 
positively on the appearance and upkeep of our public spaces.  

I would like to express our thanks to the District Councillors David Knight, Chris 
Norman, Becky Coombs & also County Councillors Caroline Leaver, & Ed Tyldesley for 
attending our meetings to bring the Parish up to date in all local matters. Your 
contribution is always of immense value & is much appreciated. 

The relocation of the bus gate and cameras is now fully operational, in accordance with 
the approved plans. It is unfortunate that the issue has been misrepresented on social 
media causing confusion & frustration. The main point being there was never an option 
to choose a through road during the entire process. 

As Chair of Tawstock Parish Council I would like to reiterate the message sent by 
County Councillors the following: 

1. There has not been a legal through route for decades on the Old Torrington Road 
going back to the 80’s, and due to many years of delays by a previous County 
Council the replacement bus gate was delayed in its delivery. 

2. The relocation of the bus gate scheme is part of Devon County councils 2017 
long term highway strategy to safeguard a bus route and reduce pressure on the 
Wrey Roundabout. 

3. Traffic surveys showed that 3200 cars a day were going through the bus gate, 
with 95% or so not having exemptions. 

4. The scheme is part of a long-term strategy to enable buses to move more quickly 
& to avoid traffic jams that are sadly inevitable during peak hours. 

5. Tawstock Parish Council is NOT political and merely serves to make the Parish a 
better place to live or work. 

6. All decisions regarding the bus gate followed the democratic process to the 
letter by highways and officers at Devon County Council. 

Tawstock Parish Council 

Parish Councillors work hard all year round for the benefit of the Community and give 
up their time freely. Sadly, some Parish Councillors have read a lot of online 
miscommunication & received a lot of abuse personally regarding this issue. 



 

• The Council is a NON-POLITICAL organisation that merely serves to make the 
Parish a better place to live & work,and improve public amenities. 

• It has NO legal decision-making powers regarding highways issues or the bus 
gate.  

• Tawstock Parish Councillors who lived locally at the time of the final decision in 
2025 to implement enforcement & the relocation of the bus gate, were not 
involved at the meeting (details available online). 

• To dispel the myth and inaccurate information online, the only person who is 
renumerated by the council is the Parish Clerk. 

Now for the important bits key achievements & Initiatives.……………. 
 

• Community Governance Review – a lot of time & work by Councilors went into 
organising a Public Consultation in order to retain Tawstock under the control 
of Tawstock PC and Not Barnstaple Town Council. All households in 
Tawstock received communication regarding this and we were successful in 
keeping Tawstock Parish Council. 

• Paid for the installation of the Defibrillator Cabinet at Tawstock Village Hall & 
replaced new shock pads for the defibrillator at the Methodist Church. 

•  
• Provided grant funding for shrubs/plants at Tawstock Holywell. 
• Obtained noticeboards – Eastacombe and Tawstock Cemetery to inform 

residents. 
• Continued to improve and maintain Tower View and Tudor Parks by repairing 

the goal mouth area of Tower View Park & repair the roundabout in the 
children’s play area. 

• The annual precept was kept as low as possible @ 4.8% (on a band D 
property this means £23.01 per year) in order to facilitate rising costs and 
anticipate the unitary councils coming into effect in the next 12-24 months as 
more responsibility will be placed on Parish Councils to deliver services to its 
residents. 

As Chair my thanks as always go to all the Parish Councillors & Parish Clerk who 
work tirelessly & thanklessly for the community giving up their own valuable time to 
ensure Tawstock Parish Council gets the very best attention it can get, under 
sometimes very challenging situations. 

Finally, Tawstock Parish Council has two vacancies for a Councillor and would 
welcome any interest from residents who feel they could give up approximately 2 
hours a month to help with the running of the council for the benefit of the 
community. We need your help. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Chair of Tawstock Parish Council 

 



 
 


